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Subject: 

Honorary Doctorate Degree – James Latimer
Rationale:
Other than the earned doctorate, the greatest recognition the University can award is the honorary degree.  An honorary doctoral degree is granted for the purpose of honoring those who exemplify the ideas of the University through significant achievements and contributions to society.  The awarding of honorary doctoral degrees by the University is an extension of its role as a unique institution in our society devoted to the discovery, transmission, and preservation of knowledge. 
Summary:  Mr. James Latimer rendered outstanding service as a faculty member in the Department of Music at Florida A&M University from 1957 – 1962, where he served as assistant director of bands under Dr. William Foster and as a percussion instructor.  From there he went on to study in Boston and freelance “up and down the coast.”  Most significantly, he performed for several years with the Boston Pops Orchestra under Arthur Fiedler and with the Boston Ballet under Sarah Caldwell. In 1968, he began his tenure at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and retired after a distinguished 31-year career as Professor of Music.   
Mr. Latimer’s extensive background with international persons of music/percussion is endless including Makoto Aruga and Halim El-Dabh. His personal and professional friendships with Duke Ellington, Max Roach, William Kraft, and other music greats have placed him in many high places at the right time.  
Attachments:
 Biography and Curriculum Vitae
Recommendation:   It is recommended that the Florida A&M University Board of Trustees approve the honorary doctorate degree for Mr. James Latimer.
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